
WELCOME TO the 
Early Childhood Service 
Newsletter for the Autumn 
term. We would like to take 
this opportunity to wish 
all our childcare providers 
and partners a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy new 
year. Thank you to those 
who have sent content for 
this newsletter, as ever your 
contributions are greatly 
appreciated.
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AS WE draw to the end of yet another 
challenging and exhausting year, I 
again would like to take this 
opportunity in thanking you for 
your continued commitments and 
endeavours in delivering high quality 
childcare and early education across 
Wirral, in 2021.  
 Whilst COVID-19 didn’t leave us, you 
remained steadfast in delivering high 
standards under these continued new 
ways of working. It has been pleasing 
to further remobilise the early years 
officers to more face-to-face visits of 
your settings and I know they have fully 
embraced seeing you and the children 
over these recent months.  
 It has been a busy Autumn term 
already with the Local Area SEND Ofsted 
Inspection in September. I would like 

to thank all those who contributed to the 
inspection and whilst I am pleased early years 
had some good references in the report, 
however I acknowledge there is alot of work 
to do.
 Autumn’s October Spending Review saw 
Central Government set out its proposals 
for early years across the next three years, 
which should enable longer term planning 
around those key priorities of staff training, 
children’s learning and development and 
parental support, to name a few. All of 
which was a key focus of Wirral’s recent 
Early Years Conference, which was well 
attended and greatly received. 
 There continues to be a pressure on the 
Inclusive Practice Fund (IPF) budget, which 
I know has already been communicated 
with you, given the increased number of 
referrals and I do want to reassure you the 

Early Years teams are doing all they can to 
ensure children, parents and yourselves are 
supported when a child’s need is identified. 
With that said I would just like to highlight 
a piece of work that was undertaken this 
year, in terms of the ‘Inclusion setting 
Grant’, using the Disability Access Fund 
(DAF) underspend from previous years, and 
how amazing the Impact Reports have been 
from those who received funds. 
 The adaptations were inclusive, 
creative, inspiring; with innovative ways 
to adapt small spaces and use of natural 
resources considering the ‘climate change’ 
agenda, which was fabulous.  Please 
do enjoy some snippets of the settings 
reports further in the newsletter.
 It remains for me to say, keep safe and 
well through the festive period and all the 
best for 2022. Best wishes to all of you. x

MESSAGE FROM CAROL FENLON:
HEAD OF SERVICE, EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES



SCHOOL READINESS workers across 
Wirral have recently completed training 
to become Relax Kids coaches. 
 The School Readiness team will be 
working with families 1:1, promoting 
the importance of spending quality time 
together and with children in schools and 
settings, sharing mindfulness practise to 
support in delivering the programme. 
 Relax kids benefits the physical, 
emotional, and mental wellbeing of 
children. During the sessions children 

RELAX KIDS

Wirral libraries 
DID YOU KNOW Wirral libraries have 
nearly 1,000 eBooks and eAudio books 
for children, teenagers, and young adults 
across its two platforms BorrowBox and 
Overdrive/Libby? 

 You are sure to find something great to 
read or listen to. For further instructions 
follow this link to see our collection:
wirral.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/e-
books-e-comics-e-magazines/e-books-and-
e-audio 

 If you do not have an account or would 
like more information regarding Wirral 
libraries, this can be found at:  
wirral.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives

will learn how to manage and talk about 
their feelings, promoting self-esteem 
and confidence. Relax kids sessions help 
children to self sooth and seek calm 
quiet spaces to manage their feelings and 
emotions. 
 Relax kids is delivered as a 30-minute 
session over 4-6 weeks with fun and 
magical activities following a 7-step age-
appropriate programme of mindfulness, 
self-regulation, building confidence in 
children. 
 If you have families that would benefit 
from support from their local children’s 
Centre more information can be found at 
wirral.gov.uk/early-years-and-childcare/
childrens-centres

Children’s Centres 
Our children’s Centres have been involved in some amazing work this term:

WIRRAL CHILDREN’S Centres have been 
awarded the Baby friendly award, gaining 
recognition from the UK committee for 
UNICEF baby friendly initiative. 
The Baby friendly Initiative (BFI) is 
a global programme which aims to 
transform healthcare for babies and 
their families as part of the wider global 
partnership between UNICEF and the 
world Health organisation (WHO) 
The initiative focuses on enabling public 
services to better support families 
with all kinds of feeding methods 

and developing close, loving 
relationships ensuring that 

all babies get the best 
possible start. 
Wirral Children’s Centres 
support new parents with 
all aspects of their baby’s 
development through 
accessing groups, such as 
baby massage, baby yoga 
and baby babble as well as 

support and advice for all 
aspects of feeding. 

UNICEF BABY 
FRIENDLY CHILDREN’S 
CENTRES



WIRRAL INVITATION to play invites 
families to get active together, develop 
and strengthen positive relationships and 
encourage communication, speech, and 
language. 
 We have three animal characters who 
form the Play Pack, and they share ideas 
that children and their families can find 
when out and about to have fun and learn 
through play
We are passionate about taking the project 
to the families and encouraging them to 
interact with the characters throughout 
their daily routines such as walking to 
school, visiting shops on the high street, 
routine appointments, and local play areas. 
 We launched over the summer in 
Wallasey central park and are making our 
way around Wirral with plans for New 
Ferry in full swing. You can get involved too 
by sharing your ideas for play activities, 

visiting the boards with your children and 
by sharing the project with 
parents. You can also 
encourage parents who 
visit the boards to 
use our hashtag 
and share their 
photos on 
My Child Can 
Facebook page. 

Wirral Invitation to Play Project 

Members of Wirral Early Childhood Services and 
Birkenhead Foundation Trust at the launch 

THE BIG NEWS this term is we have a 
new Local Authority Designated officer 
(LADO), Pamela Cope. 
 Please make sure you update all 
necessary documentation with Pamela’s 
details: Email, pamelacope@wirral.gov.uk 
Mobile, 07504738266 – More details on 
the Wirral LADO role and responsibilities 
can be found at:  
wirralsafeguarding.co.uk/professionals/
lado-allegations 
 Prevent Sessions for DSLs: Keeping 
Children Safe in Education 2021 cites for 
the first time the need for Designated 
Safeguarding Leads to ensure they access 
a ‘Prevent Update’ and that DSLs should 
disseminate the learning to the school 
staff team. 

Safeguarding

 WSCP provides an 1 1/2 hour session 
that covers the local context, an effective 
response to Prevent and the National 
guidance on recognising child vulnerabilities 
to radicalisation. 
 For more information on Prevent, 
(including a 7 minute briefing) which can be 
accessed here: wirralsafeguarding.co.uk/
preventagenda-for-schools/

 From 2022, WSCP will be co-ordinating 
a Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 
network, whereby all designated 
safeguarding professionals from across 
Wirral’s educational settings are invited 
to attend and participate in several 
conference type events focusing on 
safeguarding priorities and emerging 
Wirral trends. 
 The dates for all 2022 DSL Network 
sessions will be released soon and to 
book onto a forthcoming DSL Network 
event, you will need to access WSCP’s 
website area for Education 
wirralsafeguarding.co.uk/schools-2/ 
 If you would like more information 
about the network, or would like to take 
part in an event, please contact Amanda 
Waterfall – Education Officer on
amandawaterfall2@wirral.gov.uk 

Designated Safeguarding Lead (full):  
11 Jan, 28 Feb, 23 March, 26 April

Designated Safeguarding Lead (refresh): 
18 Jan, 14 March, 27 April

Safer Recruitment:  
24 Jan, 16 Feb, 22 March, 27 April

Managing Allegations:  
24 Jan, 15 Feb, 29 March

Whole Staff Training:  
31 Jan, 30 March

Designated Safeguarding Lead (full) : 
wirralsafeguarding.co.uk/safeguarding-
training-for-schools

2022 SAFEGUARDING TRAINING DATES (ALL VIRTUAL):



HI EVERYONE, hope this newsletter finds 
you and your family safe and well. I’m sure 
your little people are getting very excited 
for Christmas and doing all they can to 
make it on to Father Christmas’s ‘good’ list. 
 The Local Offer is manned by a two 
woman team, Sally & Poppy. We continue 
to be kept very busy supporting our SEND 
families, schools and nurseries. Engagement 
via the website and social media is 
increasing month 
on month. 
For those of 
you unaware 
of the SEND 
Local Offer 
here are 
three ways 
you can be 

Local Offer Update
Sally Tittle - SEND Participation Manager

signposted to help, resources and a great 
deal more to support you navigate your 
way on the start of your SEND journey and 
beyond.  
 The Local Offer pulls together 
information across Health, Education and 
Social Care to help you access the support 
you need and to enable you to feedback 
any gaps in provision. 
 We have also been supporting our 
new Head of SEND, Katy Bird with a series 
of Parent/Carer Meet & Greet sessions 
both face to face and online and via 1:1 
appointments at SEND clinics. If you’d like 
to join our mailing list please e mail us and 

we’ll keep you updated. 
 Poppy is our SEND Youth 

Engagement Officer. Using 
her lived experience 

to bring about the 
changes needed 

and to make 
sure the voice 
of the young 
person is 
heard, Poppy 
regularly 

works in 
Wirral settings 

to support our 
SEND youngsters. 

Poppy recently delivered a 
presentation as part of the latest 
SENCO training programme for 
Nursery and Childminder staff. 

 

We’re very proud to have been involved in 
creating a Health Passport which launched 
29/11/21. The passport was co-produced 
with parent/carers & is for Wirral’s SEND 
young people. It will help children/
young people & their parent/carers to 
communicate their needs so that health 
professionals can consider reasonable 
adjustments and provide staff with 
important information about the young 
person when they access NHS services. 
 If you have any suggestions/comments 
or would simply like to get in touch please 
drop Poppy an e mail to:  
localofferwirral@wirral.gov.uk

Keep safe and Merry Christmas to you all! 
Sally & Poppy

The Foundation Years Trust 
Anne Parker – Local Director 

FOUNDATION YEARS Trust are proud 
to be partnering with Koala North West, 
Wirral Multicultural Centre, Bee Wirral 
and Ferries Family Groups, with the help 
of a grant from Health and Wellbeing 
Fund, to run a six-month awareness 
raising project.   
 This is to respond to a potential surge 
in respiratory infections and Respiratory 
Syncytial Virus (RSV). This year, because 
of the hygiene measures to contain 
COVID-19, health services are expecting an 

increase in Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 
cases among the very young under 2 years 
but it is also being seen in older children.
 RSV is a common infection, one that 
causes coughs and colds in Winter and can 
lead to bronchiolitis. There was a reduction 
last year so families may not recognise the 
symptoms.
 Babies and children may have runny 
nose, sometimes a temperature and a 
cough. After a few days, the cough may 
become worse. Most babies/children get 

better on their own. But some may 
develop breathing difficulties and need 
help at hospital. It can be a very worrying 
time for families. 
 Please give our Little Lungs Wirral a 
‘like’ on Facebook for more information for 
your staff and parents, including details of 
the support group and help line. 

  Follow us: @foundationyearstrust
  Like us on Facebook:  
Foundation Years Trust

Website: localofferwirral.org 

Facebook: The Local Offer Wirral 

Twitter: @lowirral



Early Years SEND Team - Summer 2021 
Penny Bishop, Early Years SEND manger 

THANK YOU to all the settings, 
childminders, parents and schools that 
were involved in the Ofsted Inspection. 
We are looking forward to working 
with you and all partners on the reports 
reccommendations to make things 
better for the children with SEND and 
their families.
 COVID-19 has had an impact on 
the numbers of children that appear 
to currently have SEND. Settings and 
childminders are working very hard 
recognising this group of children and 
then following the Graduated Approach 
they are contacting their Early Years 
SEND Officer to alert us, as well as 
starting target work with the children in 
their settings. 
 Some of the children will have long 
term SEND needs and they may need 
an Educational Health and Care Plan to 
support their education in the setting, 
mainstream or special school. 
 However, some of the SEND needs 

know if you have a change of SENCo 
and we will support them. The SEND 
Officers are Joanne France – Wallasey; 
Lizi Williams – Birkenhead; Karen Burke 
– South Wirral and Sarah Saxton – 
West Wirral.
 We are working on creating bite size 
training videos about paperwork that 
will be put on the Quality Team platform 
for all SENCos to access. wirraleyquality.
co.uk  
 Our aim is to create more videos 
about supporting children with SEND. 
SENCos can attend a cluster meeting 
termly, where a topic is discussed in more 
depth; there is the Accredited Level 3 
SENCo Award currently running, new to 
the role of SENCo and SENCo training for 
childminders.
 For EVERYONE we are running for 
free ‘Making Sense of Autism’ followed 
by ‘Good Autism Practice’. Please attend 
this training because we recognise that 
there appears to be greater numbers of 
children with autism, and we all need to 
be able to support this group. It has been 
great to hear how hearts, minds and 
practice has altered and there are some 
great outcomes. 
 Once you have completed the first 2 
you will then be eligible to attend future 
courses including the new one on anxiety.
 We have lots of ideas of training and/
or videos but if you want something 
special, please let us know and we will 
see what we can do.
 Portage workers have supported 
the transition to settings, childminders 
and schools. As they move children 
on, there are always more parents 
waiting for support to help their child’s 
development. Again, we don’t know yet 
if the children’s needs are long or short 
term, so we are helping parents to teach 
their child, to understand their child and 
be able to communicate with their pre-
verbal child by using objects of reference 
and signing through to extending the 
lengths of sentences. 
 The Portage workers refer children 
on to a number of support groups and 
agencies as appropriate, but they do 
have a wide knowledge base and they 
share tips and strategies with parents and 
receiving settings and schools.

are not long term and with the targeted 
intervention, we are delighted to hear that 
language and communication and social 
skills have responded well, and the children 
no longer display SEND needs. Well done!
 We know that settings and childminders 
are working hard with those children with 
SEND, talking with parents, carrying out 
programmes following the Assess, Plan, Do, 
Review cycle, using advice from physios, 
speech and language therapy or from 
WELLCOMM screening. They are gathering 
evidence if it is needed, for an EHCP request 
and/or to have the information to pass on 
to a receiving school at transition times. 
 The increased numbers of requests 
for advice and support from settings and 
childminders, means that the numbers of 
children that the SEND Officers support is 
almost at the numbers we expect at the 
end of the school year, and we are still in 
the first term of the year. 
 We will respond to everyone, but we 
just need a little more time. Please let us 



Early Childhood Business Support and 
Quality Improvement Team updates
IN APRIL 2021, we launched the ‘Inclusive Setting Grant’. This was for Early Years providers to apply for funds to support in creating 
more inclusive spaces for their children. We have recently been collecting the impact reviews and wanted to share some success 
stories with you…

ROSE TREE Day Nursery had a bespoke 
pod made - we have had it wired with 
electricity and heating so as we 
can utilise it during all seasons. 
 Example of impact is when 
a non-verbal child was crying 
with tears in the toddler room, 
over stimulated with noise. The 
child taken was to the pod, 
immediately gazes at the bubble 
machine and lies on soft mat. 

THREE GABLES Nursery created a 
sensory room and a communication 
and language room. 
 The setting shared the following 
examples of impact: ‘The impact on 
so many of the children has been 
successful, examples being a non-
verbal 4 year old child is now saying 
approximately 20 new words and even 
a two word phrase! 
 ‘Another child who would only play 
alongside other children on his terms 
will now participate in small group 
co-operative play within the language 
room, a child who finds controlling his 
emotions challenging will settle quickly 
in the sensory room.’

Rose Tree Day Nursery Three Gables Nursery

NEW BRIGHTON Day Nursery 
were awarded funding to aid in the 
implementation of a new sensory room. 
 Here’s what they had to say: “Since 
the sensory room has opened it has been 
proving incredibly popular and effective 
across all age ranges from babies to 
preschool. The staff love going in with their 
key children and we have also opened up 
sessions for parents and children”. 

New Brighton Day Nursery
 The nursery invited some of our staff 
along to see the room for themselves. 
Here’s what they said: 
 “An innovative and extraordinary 
sensory space, with numerous 
exploration opportunities designed 
specifically to benefit all children, 
supporting both sensory processing and 
emotional well-being. A fantastic space 
for both children and staff to access!”

THIS CHILDMINDER used the grant 
to implement a sensory space in the 
setting for children. 
 It has been so successful that 
some families have even taken this 
inspiration and implemented similar  
at home: ‘Sometimes its nice to help 
the parents too!

Anna’s Little Angels

THIS CHILDMINDER created a 
fantastic outdoor space in her garden 
using recycled and raw materials, 
some free from a local farm:
 It is very evident that the play value, 
learning, stimulation and language 
opportunities are endless. 
 The children are delighted in seeing 
the new areas come together and a 

great deal 
of language 
ensued, 
particularly 
from the 
barefoot 
walk 
resources. 

Fabby Wotsits - Abby 
O’Halloran childminder



HABLA DAY Nursery was inspected in July 21 and received an ‘Outstanding’ 
judgement in all areas. HABLA is the only bilingual day nursery in Wirral, with 
Spanish being the other language spoken. The setting has been operating since 2017. 

Outstanding at 1st inspection 

• Actions for early years and childcare 
providers during the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) outbreak - GOV.UK 

• Coronavirus: how to stay safe and help 
prevent the spread - GOV.UK

• gov.uk/government/publications/
coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-
childcare-closures 

• Ofsted: coronavirus (COVID-19) rolling 
update

• Safe working in education, childcare and 
children’s social care settings, including the 
use of personal protective equipment (PPE)

Useful links 

Good News & Celebrations
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OVER THE LAST 20 months we have been 
inspired by The Curiosity Approach and 
the phrase: ‘If you always do what you’ve 
always done. You’ll always get what you’ve 
always got’.
 During the last 20 months, we have been 
re-evaluating implementing the approach 
and how we deliver the Early Years 
Framework within our Small Steps Setting. 
We’ve came to appreciate that change was 
needed, especially during a pandemic! With 
all this in mind we started our accreditation 
journey with 
The Curiosity 
Approach in 
September 2020.
 Our nursery has 
now has curious 

Small Steps Day Nursery - Lang Lane 
spaces for the children to explore and 
tinker as we have now replaced plastic 
toys with wooden treasures filled with 
authentic real-life items, designed to 
inspire both staff and children. Paperwork 
has been replaced by a white board on the 
wall, themes are replaced by ITM. Staff 
have time to play, encourage, share and 
talk to the children.
 We are now pleased to announce that 
we are now a fully accredited Curiosity 
Approach setting, as well as now a HYGEE 
in the Early Years accredited setting too. 
We are the first setting on the Wirral to be 
awarded both of these awards.  
 I am very proud of my staff for working 
extremely hard over the last 20 months 
and for achieving our accreditations.

AFTER WATCHING the Denmark v 
Finland Euro20 match on Saturday 
12th June, and witnessing Christian 
Eriksen having a cardiac arrest, we 
emailed The Oliver King foundation to 
see if we could gain their support in 
purchasing a Defibrillator. 
 Within two weeks we had arranged 
a sponsored obstacle course, for all our 
children to compete in and had our 
training which was also facilitated by 
The Oliver King Foundation. 
 Mark King, Oliver’s Dad, had offered 
to pay half of the £1400 cost of the 

Defibrillator and training for us, as 
he is passionate about ensuring that 
all childcare settings have access to a 
Defibrillator, so our aim was to raise a 
minimum of £700, within the two weeks 
we raised an amazing £1200.  
 Mark then made a surprise visit to 
us on 1st July with our new Defibrillator. 
We are so proud of all our families who 
helped us achieve this, and we are 
proudly registered with the Ambulance 
Service for our local area. 

Vikki’s Vikings childminding 

Smarties day Nursery 
Smarties day Nursery is taking part in 
the happy Minds project. Vickie, the 
link worker loves hearing/seeing how 
the children have engaged so well with 
the programme. Parental feedback is 
very positive too, as some have found 

the breathing 
techniques 
beneficial to calm 
their children at home too. Smarties 
are rolling it out to the children in the 
age group below pre-school now too! 


