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To: Directors of Children’s Services in England  
 

 
20 July 2021 

 
 
Dear Directors of Children’s Services, 
 
 
THE SEND TRIBUNAL’S EXTENDED POWERS UNDER THE NATIONAL TRIAL 
 
 
I am writing to you to confirm that the extended powers of the First-tier Tribunal 
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) (‘the Tribunal’) will be continuing 
after 31 August 2021, when the National Trial ends. 
 
As you know, the National Trial has been in place since April 2018, and has been 
testing giving extended powers to the SEND Tribunal to be able to make non-binding 
recommendations about health and social care aspects of Education, Health and 
Care (EHC) plans, alongside education elements. 
 
An independent evaluation of the National Trial was commissioned, and its report 
can be found in full on gov.uk. The evaluation was overseen by a Steering Group 
including Local Authority and health representatives. The independent evaluation 
considered the impact of the Trial on value for money on the public purse; the 
experiences and outcomes of families; and impacts on Local Authorities (LAs) and 
Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs). In summary, the evaluation finds broadly 
positive evidence in support of the Tribunal’s extended powers – indicating that they 
are resulting in children and young people’s needs being more fully met in line with 
their entitlements.  
 
I have considered the evaluation findings carefully, alongside feedback from the 
Steering Group, and I am therefore confirming today that the Tribunal’s extended 
powers to make non-binding recommendations about the health and social 
care aspects of EHC plans will continue. This will enable the Tribunal to continue 
to take a more holistic view of the needs of the child across education, health and 
care while the cross-government SEND Review completes its important work.  
 
We know systemic change is needed across education, health and care if we are to 
improve outcomes, and better prepare young people with SEND effectively for adult 
life. The Covid pandemic has inevitably slowed the pace of the crucial SEND 
Review, but more importantly, as Ofsted has recently identified, it has materially 



changed the context the SEND system is operating in. We need to take the time to 
get this right and to ensure we are designing a system which is protected against 
unintended consequences. We will continue to work closely with ADCS, and other 
sector and system leaders, at pace over the coming months so we are in a strong 
position to publish bold proposals for public consultation as soon as possible.  
 
The Trial will end on 31 August 2021 as planned, and the extended powers will 
remain in place. This decision has been confirmed today and is set out alongside 
our guidance and resources on the extended powers for the SEND Tribunal for 
Local Authorities, Health Commissioners, parents and young people - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/extended-powers-send-tribunal-
national-trial  
 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your engagement on the Trial. 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Vicky Ford MP 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families 
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