
Stephen Dagnall is the 
replacement for Lucy 
Eyre as the Early Years 
Business Support Team 
Funding officer. He 
can be contacted at 

stephendagnall@wirral.gov.uk

Steph McGreal is the 
newest member of the 
Portage team.  Steph will 
be working with families 
across the Wirral. She is 
also hoping to facilitate 

Makaton workshops in the future, as she is 
also a Makaton Regional Tutor.

Other staffing updates: Daniel Franklin, 
formally Childcare Quality Improvement 
Officer for Wallasey District, is to complete 
a 12 month secondment as Early Childhood 
Service Project Officer.

Creativity, Awe and Wonder Workshops: 
The Quality Improvement Team is offering 
the opportunity to work with our Artist in 
Residence - Ticky Lowe, who is joining us to 
deliver sessions over the summer months 
(June-October).  

The project title is: ‘Creativity, Awe and 
Wonder in the Early Years’ and aims to 
inspire staff to embed a creative culture 

within settings, encouraging them to 
be creative and keep children engaged, 
motivated and thinking creatively. 

For further information please email 
joannegelling@wirral.gov.uk or FIS@wirral.
gov.uk

Welcome to the Early Childhood Service Newsletter for the Summer Term - thank you to  
all the settings who have provided stories for our ‘good news’ section.
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Team updates
Early Childhood Business Support and Quality Improvement 

This term the authority has received DfE 
funding to deliver a number of events 
regarding 30 hours across the borough. 
We are currently running 1-2-1 business 
support sessions for providers to discuss 
all aspects of delivery including business 
models, sustainability and partnership 
working. 

A number of 30 hour workshops are also 
being run with Hempsall’s which are 
available to all providers. 

For further information on either of these 
events, please contact the Early Years 
Project Officer, danielfranklin@wirral.gov.uk

Funding
30 hours workshops & business support sessions

Childminder 
information
Below is some information supplied 
by Nikki Griffiths, who is Chair of 
the recently established Wirral Child 
Minders Association (WCMA). 

As a childminder who felt working alone 
a bit isolating I decided to form a group 
with local childminders to help support 
each other back in November 2016.

We are now established and are 
working on the logo and website... so 
watch this space.

All Wirral CMS are part of the 
association without having to sign up, 
as written in our constitution. However 
any CMS that wish to be part of future 
meetings, group discussions or training, 
are more than welcome to come along 
by contacting the early years team for 
our contact details or call Nikki Griffiths 
on 07925685360.
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Data 
protection 
(GDPR)
GDPR (General Data Protection 
Regulations) have been in force since 
25th May.

Key points to consider:
• Ensure you are registered with the  
 ICO (Information Commissioners  
 Office) 
• Complete a regular data audit
• Mitigate risks of a data breach
• Review policies and procedures   
 regarding use and storage of data
• Ensure all relevant permissions are in 
place including explicit consent
• Ensure staff are all aware of changes
• Understand how long data should be  
 held and how it is destroyed safely
• Be clear on reporting process for any  
 data breaches

For more information please see: 
https://ico.org.uk 

SUMMER IS upon us and it is a very 
busy time of year for settings preparing 
children for transition to their new 
schools. Joanne France and Sue Lamey 
earlier sent out transition information 
for children with SEND.  

This is very valuable information for the 
conversations with receiving schools 
and it does help to alleviate parental 
anxiety. No definite dates for the new 
Accredited SENCo training but we will 
send out info later in the term.

Currently waiting for the joint Ofsted 
visit!! Thank you for the continuing 
positive work that you are doing 
supporting our Wirral children with 
SEND. 

When it comes, have a good summer 
but we like many of you will continue 
to work.

SEND Update

Children Centre updates
Summer Events
Childrens Centres are to hold summer 
events in Birkenhead Park on the 
following dates: 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th 
August Events will take place between 
10.30am-2pm. 

Each week there will be a theme such as 
pirates and princesses, sports, minibeasts 
and books.

Seacombe Childrens 
Centre Birthing Unit
A nationally pioneering ‘pop up’ 
birthing unit based in Wirral’s Seacombe 
Children’s Centre will provide enhanced 
choice to expecting mothers in the area.

Containing facilities for women to give 
birth, the community unit opened in April 
2018 and offers women a safe alternative 
to hospital birth in a more family-friendly 
environment closer to home.

The unit will encourage women with a 
low risk of complications (something 
established clinically 
during discussions 
between a woman 
and her midwife) to 
give birth in a non-
medicalised setting 
where wrap around 
services are also 
available to support 
families postnatally and beyond.  

The facility will be run by experienced, 
highly skilled midwives from Wirral 
University Teaching Hospital NHS 
Foundation Trust (WUTH). 

Cllr Bernie Mooney, Wirral’s Cabinet 
Member for Children and Families, 
said: ‘I am really proud that Seacombe 
children’s centre will be home to the first 
community-based birthing unit nationally. 

The unit will provide women with a real 
choice about where they can give birth 
safely and comfortably and that is a huge 
step forward for families in Wirral.’    

The Gateway programme 
Early Childhood Services are currently 
delivering the Gateway programme in 
Wirral which supports people living or 
recovering from Domestic Abuse. 

The Gateway programme focuses on 
the non-abusive partner’s approach to 
dealing with the experience of an abusive 
relationship. 

It provides a safe space for individuals 
to talk about what is often felt to be the 
unspeakable experiences, supporting to 
build coping strategies and looking at 
creating options and choices in what can 
sometimes feel like a desperate situation. 

The programme aims to reduce isolation, 
self-blame, denial and minimisation of the 
DA they are suffering.

Groups are being delivered across the 
three localities Wallasey, Birkenhead and 
South and West each term.  Referrals 
can be via your local Children’s Centre or 
using the ECS referral form.   

https://ico.org.uk 


THE LOCAL OFFER has received some 
fantastic feedback on the new Family 
Information Service area. Parents and Carers 
are finding the information really useful and 
report that they are delighted when they are 
signposted to it by the professionals involved 
with them and their children. 

Last month the Local Offer was invited to 
attend a Wirral Childminding Conference 
at the Village Hotel. It proved to be a 
great opportunity to better inform these 
hardworking professionals, many of whom 
have young people with SEND in their care. 

The Local Offer is keen to work in 
partnership with Wirral Nurseries and 
Pre-schools to get the information and 

advice out to Parents/carers at the very 
outset of their SEND journey. All too often 
Parents tell me that they ‘wish they’d 
known about it sooner’! 

Pleasingly, representatives from Daisy 
and Jakes Nurseries attended April’s SEND 
Information Exchanges and we welcome 
staff from other Wirral settings to the two 
scheduled July events. 

They will be held at Birkenhead Town Hall 
during the afternoon of Tuesday 3rd July 
and the morning of Wednesday 4th July. 
Please feel free to contact Sally Tittle, 
Local Offer Communications Officer on 
666 4488 or by email: sallytittle@wirral.
gov.uk

THE EARLY HELP Social Workers 
(EHSW’s) are available to help, guide 
and support all professionals to identify 
and support needs for children, young 
people and their families at the earliest 
opportunity. 

The EHSW supports a wide range 
of professionals and agencies from 
across the Children’s Workforce to help 
children to reach their potential, by 
advising upon appropriate services to 
support them and their family. 

Please contact your relevant area 
EHSW for more information or to 
arrange to meet, by clicking the link 
and selecting Early Help Team Contact 
Information, www.wirralsafeguarding.
co.uk/professionals/what-is-early-help 

The Early Help Social Worker does not 
replace usual safeguarding procedures.

Good News & Celebrations

Future Events /Meetings
Early Years Childhood Service Conference
Tuesday 25th September 2018 – Invite to be 
emailed to all providers in the near future.

Provider Cluster Meetings 
these are to be held on 12th, 13th and 
21st June.

Creativity Awe and Wonder 
sessions are to be held throughout the 
Summer Months. All childcare providers 
have been emailed invites to the 
above meetings and can book through 
Eventbrite. If you have any queries 
regarding these events please contact 
fis@wirral.gov.uk

Well done to childminder Lisa O’Hare, who has achieved an outstanding Ofsted 
judgement in her most recent Inspection.

WELL 
DONE

LEANNE MCDOWELL, a member of 
the team at Somerville Pre-school, has 
completed her Forest School training.  

This has enabled the children to 
experience an amazing range of activities 
in their Muddy Falls garden area, the hose 
pipe being the most fun. 

 Leanne more recently completed training 
as an Ofsted Inspector, and has been able 
to advise the setting from a new direction 
which they have really enjoyed. 

Thank you to Leanne from all at Somerville 
Preschool .

Early Help Social 
Workers

Local Offer Update

Setting 
Support

PUDSEY DAY NURSERY celebrated 
their 15th anniversary by holding 
a family fun day. Children old and 
very new attended to help with the 
celebrations!
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St George’s 
Day 
Festivities

Useful links 
• GDPR: https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/whats-new
• Centre ‘What’s On’ timetables of activities can be accessed through the Wirral Council website:
 www.wirral.gov.uk/early-years-and-childcare/childrens-centres 
• Ofsted Early Years Inspection handbook April 18: www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspecting-registered-early-years-providers- 
 guidance-for-inspectors
• Foundation years website, with info/updates and much more: www.foundationyears.org.uk

St Georges Primary held a very 
successful St George’s Day 
celebration.

A parade was held and some 
children held huge dragon heads 
created with artist Russell Kirk. 

An amazing time was had and 
everyone’s support was greatly 
appreciated.

Save the 
Children: 
Peppa Pig 
Muddy 
Puddle Walk
Small Steps Day Nursery held a Saturday 
event for all their families. The Peppa Pig 
Muddy Puddle Walk in Aid of Save the 
Children. 

Many of the settings families joined 
them on the walk down the Wirral Way 
and through Ashton Park doing a picture 
scavenger hunt of the characters long the 
way.  An amazing £252.47 was raised!
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