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All staff at Cathcart Street Primary School recognise children as individuals and that it may be necessary to give additional support over and above that which is normally provided to give full curriculum access.
The school has an agreed Special Educational Needs Policy, which describes in detail the procedures which all staff follow to meet the needs of individuals.
A child is usually identified through the school monitoring and assessment procedures, and from this a system of support is set up. Our aim is to support children through consideration of their individual learning styles and by teaching strategies, which promote independence.
We seek to include all children in every area of the curriculum and we are committed to involving parents at all stages, and believe that their views are extremely valuable. This involvement continues throughout the special needs process.
In our most recent Ofsted inspection (June 2014), inspectors noted the following:
“The school has excellent systems for the early identification of pupils experiencing learning difficulties. Carefully planned support is provided to help these pupils to learn well.”

The Special Educational Needs Coordinator in school is Mrs C. Hughes, Deputy Headteacher.  If you require any advice or support then please contact the school office, either in person or by phone on 0151 647 7349.

FAQs:
How will you know if my child needs extra help and what should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?
Children with SEN are identified by one of three assessment routes all of which are part of the overall approach to monitoring progress of all pupils:
· The progress of every child is monitored at termly pupil progress meetings with the Senior Leadership Team. Where children are identified as not making progress in spite of Quality First Teaching they are discussed with the SENCo and a plan of action is agreed.

· Class teachers are continually aware of children’s learning. If they observe that a child, as  recommended by the 2014 Code of Practice, is making less than expected progress, given their age and individual circumstances, they will seek to identify a cause.  

· Children in our Foundation Stage are screened using the Wellcomm speech and language assessment.

· Parents sometimes ask us to look more closely at their child’s learning. We take all parental requests seriously and investigate them all. Frequently, the concern can be addressed by Quality First Teaching. Otherwise, the child is placed at SEN on our SEN register in liaison with the SENCo. A meeting may then be arranged with parents/carers if it is felt supplementary assessments or investigations are required.

 
How will Cathcart Street Primary staff support my child?
The class teacher is always the first point of contact for parents if you have any concern about your child. Following this the class teacher may liaise with the Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) for further advice and guidance. A meeting may then be arranged with parents/carers if it is felt further assessments or investigations are required. Sometimes a child may need more specialised support from an outside agency. A referral will be made with the consent and help of parents/carers and sent to the appropriate agency.
The class teacher plans for all the pupils and differentiates accordingly to meet the individual needs of pupils.
At Cathcart Street Primary School, we offer many different forms of additional support depending on the needs of the child. This can include:
· Additional in-class support

· One-to-one support

· Small group intervention work

· Access to specific resources

· Access to a wide range of outside agencies
The Governors at Cathcart Street Primary School are responsible for the overseeing of all procedures in school. The SEN Governors are Ms S. Hughes and Ms J. Jones.

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?
Assessments on every child are completed on a regular basis throughout school which highlights strengths and areas to develop in learning. In order for children to achieve their potential they may receive a differentiated curriculum, differentiated learning materials, differentiated group support and possibly additional or individual interventions.

 
How will I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child’s learning?
At Cathcart Street parents/carers are encouraged to engage with school and get involved through a range of activities e.g. workshops, ‘Stay and Play’ in foundation. We actively encourage parents to come and discuss any concerns they may have about their child’s learning. This may be through informal and formal discussions, telephone contact, home school diaries and an annual report. Parents evenings are held termly for teachers to discuss your child’s progress. Teachers will discuss strategies with you to help and support your child at home.
A child with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities, will have an Individual Education Plan which sets out targets that are currently being worked on and outlines what additional provision is being put in place. This is discussed with parents at regular review meetings and new targets are set.
Person Centred Planning will be used for all children who may require an additional support plan. This will focus on strengths and identify the best ways to support the needs of the child. Person Centred Plans are discussed and written with the child, parent, teacher and any other professional involved with the child.

 
What support will there be for my child’s overall well being?
The wellbeing of all children at Cathcart Street is a high priority. Our SEAL curriculum promotes the development of social, emotional and behavioural skills as pupils’ progress through the school. The school offers a wide range of intervention programmes to support wellbeing and emotional health including Seasons for Growth, Seeing Red, Emwave, Socially Speaking. 
Specialist staff are available to support children and their parents/carers. Highly skilled teaching assistants support children with SEN to access areas of the curriculum. The  Inclusion Coordinator, Mrs J. Maillet, and Attendance Officer, Mrs J. Quarry,  support families for whom attendance and punctuality are an issue. A range of strategies are available because we recognise what a significant effect poor attendance and punctuality has on a child’s learning.
The school’s Behaviour policy is available on the website which sets out a very clear Code of Conduct and Zone system to support behaviour management. Our behaviour policy emphasises the importance of rewards and our zone system identifies how positive behaviour will be reinforced through praise and rewards.
If a pupil has a medical need then a detailed Individual Health Care Plan may be compiled with support from the School Nurse, Mrs Tracey McDonagh, in consultation with parents/carers. All staff who work with the child are made aware of the IHCP. Where necessary and in agreement with parents/carers medicines can be administered in school with a signed medication consent form and recorded. Medication is kept in a locked drawer in the school office and any medication given is recorded.  A record is kept of all children who require medication on a regular basis.

 
What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by you?
All Cathcart Street Primary staff are skilled in meeting the individual learning, behavioural, social and emotional needs of our children. The school accesses a range of specialist services including:
· SEN Specialist Teacher

· School Nurse

· Educational Psychologists

· Speech and Language Therapists

· Occupational Therapists

· Educational Welfare Officer

· Specialist Support from Portage/Autism Social Communication Team

· Vision and Hearing Support

· Outreach Support from specialist schools e.g. Gilbrook, Orrets Meadow

· Social Services – Gateway

· Paediatricians – accessed through the School Nurse/GPs

· Family Support Workers

· Catholic Children’s Society

· CAMHS

· Minority Ethnic Achievement Service (MEAS)

· Wirral Autistic Society

· Beanstalk Reading Volunteers

· Wired/Parent Partnership

· Other resources e.g. Specialist equipment such as sloping boards, ‘Breezie’ chairs, posture support cushions identified by Occupational Health.

  
What training are the staff supporting my child with SEND had or having?
Different members of staff have received training related to SEND including:
· Social, Emotional, and Behavioural Needs

· Autism

· Social Communication difficulties

· Speech and Language including WellComm

· Dyslexia

· Occupational therapy

· First Aid including Paediatric First aid

· Defibrillator Training

· Asthma and Epipen Training

· Madeleine Portwood programme for Dyspraxia

· Mindset training

· Phonics training

· Seasons for Growth

· Talk Boost

· Mission Maths

· First Class@Number1&2

· Wave 3 Intervention in English and Maths

· Successful Reading Partnership

· Safeguarding

· Person Centred Planning training

· The Senco has national accreditation in this role and provides advice and guidance to staff.

 
How accessible is your school environment?
Cathcart Street Primary School is a single storey building and is fully accessible. The building is light and every classroom has plenty of access including wide external doors leading out onto the playground. There is a disabled toilet which is also available for changing. The site is safe and secure.

 
 How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?
As a fully inclusive school all children participate fully in whole school curriculum and off site activities. This includes residential trips, extracurricular clubs, participating in sports and school committees’ e.g. Healthy Schools panel, School Council. Parents/carers are fully informed of arrangements for trips, visits and other activities.

All trips and visits are risk assessed. If a child has a particular need, we would discuss with parents the necessary support to be put in place to enable a child to access all activities both in and out of school.

 
How will you prepare my child to join Cathcart Street Primary or transfer to a new setting / school?
Parents/carers are welcome to look around Cathcart Street Primary School to see what provision we offer and whether you feel it will match the needs of your child. Any child new to the school will have a home visit by our Inclusion Coordinator, Mrs J. Maillet, and another member of staff. Transition visits can be offered if your child is particularly worried or anxious. This gives your child an opportunity to meet their new class teacher and peers.
In particular circumstances where it is felt necessary, we are able to offer a phased introduction to school.
On transition to secondary school, school liaises with Secondary teachers to discuss at length and pass on any necessary paperwork to make them aware of any special requirement both educationally and pastorally.

 
How are your resources allocated and matched to my child’s needs?
Funding is allocated to provide additional support or resources according to the needs of individual child. Additional support may be allocated after discussions held at pupil progress meetings with the Senco and Senior Leadership team. The Senco will cost and evaluate the provision map to ensure the effectiveness and value for money of the interventions and support.

 
How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child will receive?
Using information gathered from a range of sources including class teachers observations and assessments, reports from health, other agencies involved with your child e.g. educational psychologist, and parents views, a decision is made how the pupil’s needs can be best met and the level of support required.

 
Who can I contact for further information?
Contact can be made by phone, email, meetings or via the contact section on the school’s website. It is recommended that an appointment is made through the school office.
School Office: 0151 647 7349

Email: schooloffice@cathcartstreet.wirral.sch.uk

Website: cathcart-street.wirral.sch.co.uk

Headteacher: Mrs Deborah Richards

The Special Educational Needs Coordinator in school is Mrs Catherine Hughes (Deputy Headteacher).
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