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Aims 

· Effectively promote and enable participation and progression for children and young people with disabilities.

· Improve provision, choice and outcomes for children and young people with disabilities.

Wirral Local Authority fully endorses the ‘social model’ of disability.  This model is based on the assumption that disability is caused by the way society is organised, rather than by a person’s difference.

Wirral Local Authority promotes a collaborative and solution focused approach, to removing barriers to learning and participation that can hinder or exclude children and young people with disabilities.  Wirral recognises that removing barriers is as much about encouraging positive attitudes and behaviours, as it is about removing physical barriers.

This accessibility strategy contributes to the delivery of the aims of Wirral’s Children and Young People’s Plan 2014-2016, and pledges contained in The Wirral Plan: A 2020 Vision.
Wirral Context

Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council is the local authority of the Metropolitan Borough of Wirral in Merseyside.  It is a small Authority with a total of 127 schools, meeting the needs of a population of approximately 50, 000 pupils.
Wirral Local Authority has a wide range of provision for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.  The Local Authority works with schools, settings and partners, to ensure provision is relevant and responsive to need.
Monitoring and Review Arrangements
Wirral Local Authority’s Accessibility Strategy will be kept under review and updated as necessary.
Comments are welcomed using the feedback mechanism on the Wirral’s Local Offer website:  localofferwirral.org

The Equality Act 2010

On 1st October 2010, the Equality Act replaced all existing equality legislation.  It aims to strengthen protection from discrimination and promote equality.  

In England, the Equality Act applies to all maintained and independent schools, including academies, and maintained and non-maintained special schools.

The Equality Act makes it unlawful for the responsible body of a school to discriminate against, harass or victimise a pupil or potential, because of a protected characteristic: 
· disability
· race

· sex
· religion or belief
· sexual Orientation

· gender reassignment

· pregnancy or maternity

Defining Disability
A person is disabled if they have a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. A physical or mental impairment includes learning difficulties, mental health conditions, medical conditions and hidden impairments such as dyslexia, autism and speech, language and communication impairments (Equality Act 2010).
Remit and Scope of Wirral’s Accessibility Strategy 2015 to 2020
Wirral’s Accessibility Strategy has been written to comply with the Local Authority’s duty under The Equality Act 2010.  It is focused solely on the parts of the Equality Act relating to disabled children and young people, and their access to schools maintained by Wirral Local Authority and to academies within the Authority.

Under schedule 10 of the Act local authorities must, in relation to schools for which it is the responsible body, prepare an accessibility strategy based on the same principle as access plans for schools:

· Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the curriculum;

· Improving the physical environment of schools to increase the extent to which disabled pupils can take advantage of education;

· Improving the delivery of information to disabled pupils and their parents/carers through Wirral’s Local Offer.

The strategy is for schools, governors, parents/carers, professionals and members of the local community.  It should inform individual school access plans, developed with children and young people with disabilities, and implemented by each school.
Schools must develop and implement access plans.  Schools must have regard to the need to provide adequate resources for implementing plans and must regularly review them.  An access plan may be a freestanding document, or may be published as part of another document e.g. school development plan.

Ensuring access to the curriculum is vital in providing equal opportunities for children and young people with disabilities.
The Curriculum Defined

The curriculum is defined in broad terms and includes:  The National Curriculum, the School Curriculum and any benefit, service or facility offered by a school.

The Equality Act 2010:  The curriculum covers not only teaching and learning (education), but the wider curriculum of the school (benefit, facility, service), such as participation in after school clubs, leisure, sporting and cultural activities or school visits.  

Where a school provides services or activities to its pupils that are not strictly educational, and which may in some circumstances, take place outside the traditional school day, these are still covered by the school provisions of the Act e.g. after school activities and clubs.

Educational activities commissioned by a school, and delivered by a private provider, are also covered by the school provisions of the Act.  For example, sports coaches delivering PE sessions during the school day.  

The range of activities offered, and the way in which they are offered and delivered, must not discriminate.

Providing Education and Access to any Benefit, Service or Facility

Schools have a duty under the Equality Act 2010, in relation to the provision of any benefit, service or facility.  A school must not:

· discriminate in the way it provides education for a pupil;

· discriminate in the way it gives a pupil access to any benefit, facility or 

service;

· refuse to provide education for a pupil for discriminatory reasons;

· refuse to give a pupil access to a benefit, facility or service.
This means that everything a school does needs to be non-discriminatory.  Schools should regularly review practices, policies and procedures to ensure they do not discriminate against pupils with a protected characteristic.

This includes all activities covering the life of the school:
	Preparation 
for School
	Teaching 
and Learning
	School Clubs 

and Activities

	Access to 
School Facilities
	School Policies
	School Trips

	Activities to Supplement the Curriculum
	Classroom Organisation
	School Sports


	Assessment and Exam Arrangements
	Timetabling
	Breaks and Lunchtimes

	School Discipline and Exclusions
	Grouping of Pupils
	School Uniform

	Work Experience Opportunities 
	Homework
	Bullying

	Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance


Content of the Curriculum
These obligations do not apply to anything done in connection with the content of the curriculum. This means that you are not restricted in the range of issues, ideas and materials you use in your syllabus and will have the academic freedom to expose students to a range of thoughts and ideas, however controversial. Even if the content of the curriculum causes offence to students with certain protected characteristics, this will not make it unlawful unless it is delivered in a way which results in harassment or subjects students to discrimination or other detriment.
Access to the Curriculum – Expectations on Schools

SEND Code of Practice 2014:

All pupils should have access to a broad and balanced curriculum.  The National Curriculum Inclusion Statement states that teachers should set high expectations for every pupil, whatever their prior attainment.  Teachers should use appropriate assessment to set targets which are deliberately ambitious.  

Potential areas of difficulty should be identified and addressed at the outset.  Lessons should be planned to address potential areas of difficulty and to remove barriers to pupil achievement.  In many cases, such planning will mean that pupils with SEN and disabilities will be able to study the full National Curriculum. 

Equality Act 2010: Reasonable Adjustments 

Schools should consider evidence that a pupil may have a disability under the Equality Act 2010, and, if so, what reasonable adjustments may need to be made for them.
The duty to make reasonable adjustments requires a school to take positive steps to ensure that disabled pupils can fully participate in the education provided by the school, and that they can enjoy the other benefits, facilities and services that the school provides for pupils.

A school’s duty to make reasonable adjustments is an anticipatory one owed to disabled pupils generally, and therefore schools need to think in advance about what disabled pupils might require and what adjustments might need to be made for them.

Reasonable adjustments include the provision of auxiliary aids and services e.g. coloured overlays for Dyslexic pupil, pen grips, toilet step, lap-tops for pupils with recording difficulties.

Provision for disabled pupils is closely connected with the regime for children with special educational needs.
SEND Regulations 2014
Schools have a duty to publish an annual SEN Information Report on their websites.  The report should include details of the broad and balanced curriculum provided in each year, and any additional interventions/services the school may offer for pupils who have additional needs.  Schools should include details on how the curriculum is adapted or made accessible for pupils with SEND.
Increasing Participation in the Curriculum – Wirral Local Authority

Wirral Local Authority supports schools in their duty to increase access to the curriculum for disabled pupils in the following way:
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The Council is committed to increasing accessibility to its maintained schools and working closely with Academies and Diocesan Bodies.

The general condition and suitability of schools in Wirral is considered to be good.  Five new schools have been built since 2010.  An additional primary school is due for completion in August 2016, and an additional secondary school in August 2017.  In this time two Special schools have been built for Stanley School and Foxfield School.

All major school building projects meet compliance with legislative and regulatory frameworks governing the accessibility of school buildings, such as Part M of the Building Regulations.  

New designs are undertaken in consultation with health professionals and other advisers.  A variety of physical adaptations may be needed to facilitate full access to the curriculum, learning and social aspects of school life including sensory challenges.

Whilst specific grant funding has ceased for accessibility schemes i.e. schools access initiative, there is a commitment to continue with specific accessibility projects across the school estate, which will be

· Needs led by individual pupil requirements;
· Enhancements made to accessibility and hygiene when undertaking major Capital investment projects.

Expectations on Schools:

Schools have a duty to plan to make written information, normally provided by a school to its pupils, available to disabled pupils.  The information should take account of pupils’ and parents’ preferred formats and be made available within a reasonable time frame.  For example, a reasonable time frame for the provision of a hand-out needed for a lesson would be at the start of the lesson.
Examples of written information include: hand-outs, timetables, text books, information about events.  Schools might consider providing information in alternative formats, using ICT, or providing information orally.  Alternative formats include large print, audio tape, Braille, and a recognised symbol system.
It is anticipated that the majority of pupils requiring information to be provided in different formats will already have their needs identified through the school’s and Local Authority’s SEN identification processes.
The School Information Regulations 2012 specifies the minimum requirements for information, which must be provided on school websites, and reproduced as a paper copy without charge for any parent who asks for it.

Useful document: Guidance:  Accessible Communication Formats
Department for Work and Pensions, Published 14 August 2014.

The Local Offer
Wirral Local Offer site:  localofferwirral.org

The Children and Families Act 2014 placed a duty on local authorities to publish a Local Offer.  
Local Offer Wirral – provides information for children and young people 
(0-25 years), with special educational needs and disabilities. It provides information on what services children, young people and their families can expect from a range of local agencies, including education, health and social care as well as information about other local, support services. Knowing what is available gives parents and carers more choice and therefore more control over what support is right for their child.
Local Offer Wirral has been, and will continue to be, developed in partnership with parents, carers, Community Action Wirral, Wirral Family Forum and all service providers. The aim is to ensure that the site provides clear, comprehensive, accessible and up-to-date information about local provision and how to access it.
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Wirral’s children and young people with disabilities will access an inclusive, quality education on an equal basis with their peers.





This reflects Article 24 of the European Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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